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586 Book Notices. 

In Africa. Victoria Nyanza e Benadir. By Cap. E. A. d'Albertis. 

162 pp., 185 Illustrations from photographs, 2 Tables, 3 Maps, and Index. 
Istituto Italiano d'Arti Grafiche, Bergamo, 1906. (Price, L. 7.) 
This book appears in the Serie Viaggi of the " Collezione di Monografie Illus- 
trate." In our present knowledge of tropical Africa such works are of real service, 
because their graphic photographs and the information they give about newly-de- 
veloping regions give us clearer ideas of the local geography and place us more 
closely in touch with the present phases of progress. Such fine photographs as that 
of Ripon Falls, where the Nile has its birth, of the wooded shores of Victoria 
Nyanza, with a steamer at 'anchor off the shore, of Waganda bringing canoe loads of 
bananas and other fruit to the markets, and scenes along the line of the Uganda 
Railway, are very interesting, because they are novel and informing. The pictures 
include excellent panoramas of the entire water front of some of the coastal and 
island cities, as Zanzibar, Brava, and Mombasa. The letterpress is a simply written 
description of the regions, towns, and peoples visited. A picture of pathetic interest 
shows the wreck of the little steamer in which the explorer von der Decken was 
ascending the unknown Jub River when he was killed by the fanatical natives in 
1865. The deck, barely out of the water, is covered with vegetation, which has 
clambered half way up the smokestack. 

-Europa. Zweite Auflage. Von Professor Dr. Alfred Philippson. 

xii and 761 pp. 14 coloured Maps, 22 Tables, Coloured Plates, 144 other Illus- 
trations, and small maps in the text. In the series, " Allgemeine Lander- 
kunde," Edited by Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Sievers. Bibliographisches Institut, 
Leipzig and Vienna, 1906. (Price, M. 17.) 

This volume offers probably the best description of Europe in similar compass 
that has yet appeared. It differs largely from the first edition. The chapters on 
the general geography and topography have been entirely rewritten, the general sur- 
vey of the continent has been extended, larger attention has been given to the in- 
dustrial, cultural, and politico-geographical conditions of the several countries, and 
the pictures are more numerous and more of them are reproduced from photographs. 
The fact that Professor Alfred Philippson had charge of the preparation of the 
book, assisted to some extent by Professor Ludwig Neumann, is an assurance of 
skilful selection of material and scholarly treatment which will not be at all impaired 
by careful perusal. 

The volume opens with a general review of the continent, the special reasons 
for its importance, its position, boundaries, size, and articulations, its topography, 
hydrography, climates, flora and fauna, the population, with their religions, states, 
■culture, industry, settlements, and density; and the means of communication in 
Europe, and with other parts of the world, the whole filling 135 pp. 

The second section (249 pp. ) describes the territory occupied by the mountain 
systems of southern Europe with their high or low plains and their populations and 
•development, thus establishing, in this treatment of the subject, the close relations 
between man and his environment. The six subdivisions of this section are the 
Alpine Lands, the Carpathian Lands, the Balkan peninsula, the (Jreek peninsula 
and its islands, Italy, and the Iberian peninsula. 

The third section (244 pp.) is similarly devoted to the farming lands (Schollen- 
land) of Northwest Europe, and section 4 (70 pp.) to the Russia-Scandinavian table- 
lands with their surmounting mountains and the Russian low plain. The volume 
closes with a comprehensive bibliography of the most important literature relating 



